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JOLIET, IL (Monday, October 21, 2024) — A vibrant new mural celebrating the
centennial anniversaries of both The Rialto Square Theater and Route 66 has been
installed on the historic venue's exterior rear wall, overlooking Scott Street in downtown
Joliet. This installation marks a significant milestone in the ongoing preparations for the
upcoming celebrations in 2026.

Funded by a $1.2 million grant from the lllinois Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity (DCEOQO) and the lllinois Office of Tourism, the mural is part of a broader
initiative to enhance local attractions and prepare for a projected surge in tourism. The
grant was announced in early 2024, emphasizing the importance of driving economic
growth.

Both The Rialto Square Theater and Route 66 will celebrate their 100th anniversaries in
2026, making this mural a fitting tribute to their storied histories. This latest artwork
follows the installation of a striking 40-foot mural on the building's front exterior
overlooking Chicago Street in March 2023, further enriching the artistic landscape of
this historic site.

As Joliet gears up for the celebrations, the enhancements to The Rialto Square Theater
and other iconic landmarks along Route 66 aim to attract visitors and celebrate the rich
cultural heritage of the area. Local officials anticipate that these efforts will significantly
boost tourism and economic activity in the region.

About Heritage Corridor Destinations

Heritage Corridor is a destination of six lllinois counties (Will, Grundy, Livingston,
LaSalle, Bureau, and Putnam) southwest of Chicago including the first hundred miles of
Route 66, | & M Canal towns and Starved Rock Country. Experience heritage with a
modern twist in dining, culture, vintage shopping, and outdoor activities for visitors to
explore whether it be a daytrip or weekend visit. Cruise through the first hundred miles
of Route 66 where a visitor can enjoy more than a taste of the Mother Road and
midcentury Americana style. Stroll through the | & M Canal towns and experience the
amenities of this cultural, natural, and economic resource with a combination of
industrial grit and up-cycled architecture that leaves a visitor inspired about the past and
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the future. Starved Rock Country, one or ine miawest s original vacation destinations,
invites visitors to unplug and experience the charm and beauty of the area waterfalls,
canyons, and the lllinois River valley. Visiting the Heritage Corridor is time well-spent;
...the essence of midwestern hospitality, outdoor rejuvenation, and vintage flair with a
modern twist.
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